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Study on models of procurement of Expensive (Imaging) Technology

Ruth Waitzberg and Amit Meshulam

Background: The Myers-JDC-Brookdale institute is conducting a study on models of procurement of expensive
(imaging) technology (EIT) —i.e., CTs and MRIs. We are interested in how the way that countries procure expensive
technology impacts (1) the access to diagnostic imaging, (2) the running costs and expenditures on diagnostic
imaging, and (3) the diffusion of new technology and quality of care. The study intends to advise the Israeli
Ministry of Health on best practices and policy design in this field.

For this purpose, we have reviewed all countries' HiT (see data for your country in the table below) and have
searched for some additional literature. We would like to complement this data with this 10-question questionnaire.

Table: data extracted from the HiT

Who decides on the How is EIT procured? Does the hospital case payment include
procurement of EIT? the costs of EIT?

Access and planning

1. Is there shortage or excess of diagnostic imaging in your country?
a. Is this a cause of concern?

2. Does your country have a central planning for procurement of EIT? E.g., planning of density of EIT per population
or per territory (not health technology assessment)?

a. If yes, please describe in questions 3 and 4.
b. If not, how does the decision regarding procurement of EIT is made?

3. What institutions are responsible for this planning?
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4. Does this institution also determine the procurement and purchase of EIT in practice? If not, is there any other
institution that determines the purchase of EIT?

Criteria

5. What are the criteria or main considerations of the plan for procurement of EIT? For example, density of
CT/ MRI scans per population, geographical distribution, cost restrictions. Please provide as much detailed
data as possible, e.g., the number of CTs per 1,000 population.

6. Is there any regulation that limits the procurement and purchase of EIT? What kind of regulations?
Organization and Financing

7. Is the government involved in any way in the procurement and purchase decision? For example, a central
body that procures EIT on behalf of hospitals. If yes, what is its role?

8. Does the payment to hospital services (DRGs, per-diem, FFS) include the running costs of diagnosis imaging?

9. In your opinion, does the payment to hospital services (DRGs, per-diem, FFS) serve as a curb mechanism for
the purchase of imaging equipment? How?

Outcomes
10. In your opinion, what are the impacts of the procurement model in your country on:

a. access to imaging services
b. running costs and expenditures on diagnostic imaging
c. technology diffusion and quality of care

d. If you know about other impacts, please describe them too.

*If you know, please send us or indicate literature (academic or grey) about how imaging equipment is procured
in your country, and the impacts of this model on access to and running costs and expenditure on diagnostic
imaging.
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