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WHAT IS THE JDC-BROOKDALE INSTITUTE?

A national center for research on aging, human development,
and social welfare in Israel, established in 1974.

An independent not-for-profit organization that operates under
the auspices of the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (AJJDC) and the Government of Israel.

A team of professionals dedicated to applied research on
high-priority social issues relevant to the national agenda.

A knowledge resource committed to promoting its findings
and to assisting policymakers and service providers in the
planning and implementation of effective social services.

The research involves an interdisciplinary approach with a
focus on five main areas:

* Aging

+ Hea!th Policy

¢ Immigrant Absorption

¢ Children and Youth with Special Needs
* Disability
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Abstract

Immigrants aged 45+ have many more difficulties in being absorbed into the Israeli job
market than do younger immigrants. One of the interventions to advance the employment
of these immigrants are programs to improve their job search skills. During these courses,
the immigrants learn about the Israeli job market, acquire job search skills and, in some,
"practice" looking for a job under the guidance of their instructor. This report describes a
follow-up study that was conducted to learn about the employment status of immigrants aged
45+ who participated in one of these courses and to evaluate the course’s contribution to
their success in finding a job. The follow-up study was undertaken at the request of JDC-
Israel which participates in the courses’ funding.

Telephone interviews were conducted with 116 immigrants who had participated in courses
to improve job search skills between November 1992 and December 1993. The interviews
took place in June 1994, that is, from six months to a year and a half after completing the
program.

Eight-seven percent of the programs’ participants had been employed for some period of time
since completing the program. Twenty-nine percent of the participants found employment
while participating in the program. At the time of the interview, the proportion of program
graduates who were employed was greater than that of immigrants of comparable age and
length of residence in Israel who had not participated in such a course. Among those
immigrants with jobs, the proportion of those employed in academic, professional or
technical occupations was twice as high among program graduates than among those who did
not participate in such a course. According to the participants, the programs’ primary
contribution was the imparting of job search skills. They were less helpful in providing
information about working in Israel, for example, the various employee benefits that
employers were required to provide.

The program was given in one of two formats: 1) a long, continuous course which met once
a week for six months, or 2) a short, intensive course which met for several hours a day for
ten days. There were no differences between these two models with regard to the proportion
of immigrants who reported on the course having made a "great" contribution in imparting
job search skills. In other respects, such as acquiring interviewing skills, learning how to
contact prospective employers and receiving information on specific job opportunities, the
percentage of those satisfied was higher among the participants in the short courses. The rate
of employment, too, was slightly higher among participants in the short courses. The
Ministry of Absorption is continuing to offer these short courses in improving job search
skills, primarily through the municipal absorption agencies.
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