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THE JEWSIH AGED POPULATION OF ISRAEL:

BASIC DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS
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THE JEWISH AGED POPULATION OF ISRAEL;

BASIC DEMOGRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

YAAKOV KOP HAIM FACTOR



SUMMARY

This publication is the first in a series that will provide

detailed information on the demographic and economic aspects of Israel's
aged population. This paper summarizes the basic data on elderly

Jews. It consists of two parts: the first deals with the total aged
Jewish population and the second with the aged Jewish populatién
residing in households (as opposed to institutions).

The major findings from the data are as follows.

- Five percent of the Jewish elderly live in institutions,

- The major cities (Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem) hold 40% of Israel's
aged population. Tel Aviv alone contains almost a quarter of the
country's elderly.

- A small part (4%) of the aged Jewish population is Israeli-born,

The vast majority (70%) is of European-American origin and the
Asian-African elderly comprise a quarter,

- The educational level of the Jewish elderly is lower than the average
for the total population, a phenomenon in keeping with the general
trend of rising educational standards.

- In terms of living arrangements, 19% of the aged live alone. The
incidence of this condition is thrice as high among women as among
men.

- Fighty-three percent of aged Jewish males are married, as opposed to
40% of aged Jewish women. Among the "old-old'" (ages 75+) the picture

is even more extreme; 70% of the men are married vs., 20% of the

women,
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- The income of 37% of the elderly Jewish population was less than
IL 4,000 per annum in 1972 prices, or IL 130,000 in 1980 prices.

- Twenty-one percent of the entire aged population participate in the
labor force; among the '"young-old" (ages 65-74) the rate is 26%,
The main difference is according to sex: the rate for men in the

"young-o0ld" group is 42% as contrasted to 9% for women,




