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Executive Summary 

1. Introduction  

Children today live in a dynamic, challenging world of numerous, rapid processes of change. 

Professionals widely believe that certain problems and challenges facing children and adolescents now 

occur at a younger age than in the past.  

Several sources of information about children age 6-11 are currently available in Israel. Some relate 

to specific issues only or to a narrow range of ages (e.g., grades 4-6). Until now, these data have not 

been compiled nor has the information been presented systematically. Consequently, JDC-Israel-

Ashalim asked the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute (MJB) to perform the integrative analysis that is 

the subject of this report.   

The current report presents a secondary analysis (an analysis of existing information) about children 

age 6-11 (inclusive) living in the community in Israel. In order to present the most wide-ranging picture 

possible, we identified and analyzed information from a range of sources: 

1. Surveys of children within the 6-11 age range (all ages or some of them) 

 Children's Worlds Survey (ISCWeB), 2013/141  

 Health Behavior of School-aged Children (HBSC) Study (Harel-Fisch et al., 2011, Hebrew) 

 Survey of the Safety of Internet Surfing (Shiluv Millward Brown, 2011, Hebrew) 

2. Household surveys by the Central Bureau of Statistics 
 Household Expenditure Survey (2013)  

 Longitudinal Households Survey (2012) 

3. Data collected by government ministries  
 Meitzav 2013/14:  School Climate and Pedagogic Environment Survey (RAMA, 2014, 

Hebrew) 

 Survey of Parental Attitudes to the Education System (RAMA, 2015, Hebrew) 

 School Violence Survey (RAMA, May/November, 2014, Hebrew) 

 Data file about children at risk identified in 3600 - the National Program for Children and Youth 

at Risk 2009-2014 (Data analysis by Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute, Hebrew) 

 Students and institutions data file (Ministry of Education, 2013/14, Hebrew). 

The goal of the analysis was to provide a comprehensive, up-to-date picture of various key areas in the 

lives of children in Israel. The analysis will make it possible to identify issues of concern regarding 

the children in this age group and will serve as the basis on which to develop programs for children 

                                                 
1 Ben-Arieh, A., & Kaye-Tzadok, A. (2015).  Children’s Worlds National Report: Israel. Retrieved from 

http://www.isciweb.org/?CategoryID=176&ArticleID=112  

http://www.isciweb.org/?CategoryID=176&ArticleID=112
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and their families, adapting them as far as possible to the characteristics of the children and their 

families.  

The analysis reveals the perspectives of children, parents, teachers, and professionals. It examines 

differences between boys and girls, and between Jews and Arabs.  

According to the CBS,2 in 2014 the 6-11 age group in Israel numbered some 895,000 or 33% of all 

children aged 0-17. The study examines the situation of children in the following areas: the family's 

socioeconomic status; parenting and family; school; participation in afterschool programs; informal 

education; risk behaviors and risk situations including those arising from the Internet and other media; 

interpersonal violence; patterns of smoking and alcohol consumption. In addition, data about the extent 

of risk situations among children in this age group are presented.   

The study findings have been presented to the study steering committee and to representatives of the 

various ministries via the JDC-Israel-Ashalim executive. They will form the basis on which 

professionals working with children of this age can develop policy and programs for children and their 

parents.  

A supplementary report on the community services provided to at-risk children aged 6-11 and their 

families will be published separately.   

2. Main Findings 

a. Socioeconomic Characteristics of Children Aged 6-11 

Population composition – According to Ministry of Education data for 2013/14, 74% of all students 

in Grades 1-6 were in Hebrew-speaking education (3% of them, Ethiopian-Israelis;3 2%, from the 

Former Soviet Union [hereafter: FSU]4) and 26%, in Arab-speaking education (including Druze and 

Bedouin). Data from the Ministry of Education indicate that among Jewish students in these grades, 

26% attended the Independent (Haredi) stream. 

Jewish Students  

 The average number of children per family was 3.4; Haredi and Ethiopian-Israeli families are 

large, whereas FSU families are relatively small (Education Ministry data, 2013/14).  

 8% of the children were from single-parent households (Survey of Expenditures of Households – 

SEH, 2013).  

 The mothers of 61% of the children had post-high school or academic education (SEH, 2013).   

                                                 
2 CBS, Annual Data, 2015, Table 2.3. http://www.cbs.gov.il/reader/shnatonhnew_site.htm 
3 Immigrants from Ethiopia and their offspring. 
4 All the students born in FSU and the offspring of immigrants from Georgia, the Caucasus, and Bukhara 

(Uzbekistan and Tajikistan). 
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 14% of all children attended schools with a low socioeconomic level according to the school 

development-investment index ("tipuah index"). Higher percentages of Ethiopian-Israeli, FSU 

and Haredi students were at the lowest percentiles of the index (37%, 29%, and 22%, respectively 

– Education Ministry data, 2013/14).  

 About one-fifth (21%) of the children lived below the poverty line (SEH, 2013). 

 9% of the 6th-graders reported having gone to bed hungry (sometimes, frequently or always) for 

lack of food at home (HBSC survey, 2011).  

Arab Students  

 Arab children live in large families (an average of 4 children per family (Education Ministry data, 

2013/14 ). 

 6% lived in single-parent families (SEH, 2013).  

 The mothers of 24% of the children had post-high school or academic education (SEH, 2013). 

  Most of the children (77%) attended schools with a low socioeconomic level according to the 

school development-investment index (Ministry of Education data, 2013/14).  

 Correspondingly, a high percentage of the children 71% lived below the poverty line (SEH, 2013). 

 33% of the 6th-graders reported having gone to bed hungry (sometimes, frequently or always) 

for lack of food at home (HBSC survey, 2011).   

b. Parenting and Family 

The critical role of parents impacts the children's quality of life and involvement in risk behaviors. We 

reviewed several measures on the topic of parenting and family: the children's perceptions of the 

quality of their relationships with parents, their perception of parental involvement in their everyday 

life, and reports by parents of their involvement in the learning experience of their children at school. 

 High percentages of 2nd- 4th- and 6th-graders (82% to 86%) reported in the 2013/14 Children's 

Worlds Survey that they  agree completely or to a large extent with the statements that they enjoy 

the time spent with family, that their parents (or caregivers) treat them fairly, listen to them and 

take what they say into consideration. More Arab than Jewish students reported that they enjoy 

the time spent with family and that they are treated fairly.  

 Most 6th-graders – 77% on the summary measure constructed of data of the HBSC Survey for 

2011 – reported that their parents know a lot ("really know") about what they do in various areas 

of everyday life, especially Jewish students (81%, vs. 69% of the Arab students) and girls (81%, 

vs. 73% of the boys). The remainder – 23% of all 6th-graders – reported their parents know little 

or nothing at all about what they do in various areas of their daily lives. 

 Most parents of 1st- to 6th-graders (73% to 79%) reported in the 2012 Longitudinal Households 

Survey on their involvement in their children's learning experience at school, through talking to 

their children on a regular basis. A higher percentage of Arab parents reported talking to their 

children about school behavior (83%, vs. 76% of the Jewish parents). 
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c. School 

School is one of the main socializing agents of children and youth in all societies. Beyond providing 

formal education, it serves as a social framework in which self-esteem and many behaviors are shaped. 

The topics examined regarding school were: the school climate, scholastic functioning, receipt of 

scholastic assistance from relatives and extent of private lessons, tardiness and absences, and parental 

involvement and participation in school. 

School Climate 

Students in the 5th and 6th grades were asked to report their perceptions and attitudes about the school 

climate (School Climate and Pedagogic Environment Survey conducted in 2013/14) as an integral part 

of the GEMS Growth and Effectiveness Measures for Schools (Meitzav) questionnaires. These 

perceptions yielded the following summary measures: general positive feelings about school, a sense 

of closeness and caring between teachers and students, positive relations between students and 

classmates, and a sense of safety at school.  

 No differences were found between the sectors in the generally positive feelings about school. 

Importantly, in the 2011 HBSC Survey, 6th-graders were asked, "Do you like your school?" (This 

question is part of the general disengagement/hidden dropout measure.) It was found that 15% 

of the students "did not like their school at all," with no differences between the sectors. 

International comparisons showed that Israeli students took first place in the percentage reporting 

that they did not like their school at all. 

 Most students (70%-77%) had a positive perception of the scholastic and social climate at school; 

a few (7%) did not feel safe at school. 

 More Arab than Jewish students, according to the summary measures, reported a sense of 

closeness and caring between teachers and students (77% vs. 67% of the Jewish students), and 

positive relations with classmates (77% vs. 71% of the Jewish students). Nevertheless, a higher 

rate of Arab reported not feeling safe at school (12% vs. 5% respectively).In the Jewish sector, a 

somewhat higher percentage of FSU students reported a sense of closeness and caring between 

teachers and students. Ethiopian-Israeli students, on all four measures, reported percentages 

similar to those of the total Jewish students. 

 Higher rates of girls than boys reported general positive feelings about school (80% vs. 74%, 

respectively) and relations of closeness and caring between teachers and students (72% vs. 67%, 

respectively.  

 Comparisons for 2008, 2011 and 2014 on the perceptions of the school climate showed 

improvement on all the summary measures of the perceived school atmosphere. 

Scholastic Functioning 

The measures examined the children's scholastic functioning including feeling scholastically 

competent, and failing in studies. Among the findings:    
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 Students in the 5th- and 6th-grades were asked in the 2013/14 School Climate and Pedagogic 

Environment Survey to relate to a series of statements on scholastic motivation. The summary 

measure showed that lack of motivation was uncommon (7% of the students), although it was 

much more common among Arab students (16%, vs. 3% of the total Jewish students; among the 

latter, it was slightly higher for Ethiopian-Israelis: 5%) and among the boys (9% vs. 5% among 

the girls). 

 About half (52%) of the 6th-graders reported on the 2011 HBSC Survey that their last report card 

had shown at least one failed subject, especially among Arab students (67% vs. 45% of the Jewish 

students. 

Receipt of Scholastic Assistance from Parents and Relatives and Extent of Private Lessons 

 According to the parents in the Longitudinal Households Survey, in 2012, 26% of the students 

in Grades 1-6 received help with homework from their parents or other relatives to a considerable 

extent especially Arab students (37%, vs. 22% of the Jewish students). 

 Of the 5th- and 6th-graders, 33% reported in the 2013/14 School Climate and Pedagogic 

Environment Survey that they had received ongoing or occasional private lessons paid for by 

their parents in at least one of the subjects tested by GEMS (35% of the Jewish students vs. 30% 

of the Arab students). In the Jewish sector, a very low rate (19%) of the Ethiopian-Israeli students 

reported receiving private lessons. It is possible, though, that they participated more in scholastic 

assistance programs at school and less in private lessons.   

Tardiness and Absenteeism 

Thirty percent of the students in Grades 5-6 reported in the 2013/14 School Climate and Pedagogic 

Environment Survey that they had been late for at least two classes in the preceding month (32% of 

the Jewish students vs. 25% of the Arab students). A far higher percentage reported absences of at 

least two school days in the preceding month – 49%.  

Participation and Involvement of Parents in School 

The success of students in school depends not only on the parties directly involved in education 

(students and staff), but also on additional stakeholders, primarily parents.  

 Teachers of 5th- and 6th-graders were asked in the 2013/14 School Climate and Pedagogic 

Environment Survey about various aspects of parental participation in school, e.g., whether the 

school informs parents about what is happening there, the parents have someone to talk to in the 

school, representatives of the parents are included in decision-making, etc.  The responses were 

used to construct a summary measure according to which a high percentage of the teachers (79%) 

reported parental participation, especially those at Hebrew-speaking schools (83%) vs. 67% of 

those at Arabic-speaking schools).  

 The perspective of parents on their participation in school was examined in the 2013/14 Survey 

of Parental Attitudes to the Education System. The parents were asked about the provision of 

information at the individual and system levels (transparency), active involvement and invitation 
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to partnership, and accessibility. A summary measure was constructed, according to which a high 

percentage (69%) of the parents of 1st- to 6th-graders agreed with the statement that they took part 

in what went on at school (74% of the Arab parents, vs. 68% of Jewish parents). However, a 

different measure examining the parents' sense of involvement in school found no difference 

between the sectors.  

d. Participation in Afterschool Enrichment Programs  
Measures of patterns of children's participation in afterschool programs were examined, including the 

extent of students participating in long school days and staying on for paid afterschool programs. 

Importantly, the programs include enrichment and scholastic activities (the long school day is 

considered part of the school day) alongside adult supervision in the early afternoon while many 

mothers are still at work.  

It was found that: 

 A students and institutions data file revealed that in 2013/14, 26% of the students in grades 1-6 

(119,322) attended long schooldays; Arab students showed twice the rate of Jewish students in 

attending long school days: 42%, vs. 21%, respectively. 

 26% of the Jewish 6-11-year-olds were in afterschool programs (SEH, 2013); only 1% of Arab 

children of these ages attended similar paid frameworks. 

 An integrated perspective reveals a similar extent of participation in any form of afternoon 

program among all sectors. 

e. Informal Education and Recreation 

Participation in recreational activities enables children to develop life skills, to meet with peers, and to 

experience success in varied fields. Second, 4th- and 6th graders were asked in the 2013/14 Children's 

Worlds Survey about their participation in structured recreational activities and in other afterschool 

activities. 

 Participation in structured activities: The students were asked about organized recreational and 

afterschool activities. It was found that: 

- 65% reported participating in afterschool recreational activities at least once a week, 

especially Jewish students (69%, vs. 54% of the Arab students) 

- The percentage of 6th-graders reporting participation in youth movements and other 

organized recreational activities at least once a week was lower – 42% 

- 18% of the 6th-graders did not participate in afterschool activities or in other organized 

recreational activities (e.g., youth movements). 

 Participation in unstructured recreational activities: Students were asked about a variety of 

afternoon recreational activities. Among other things, it was found that:  
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- Most of the students (86%) reported participating in sports or another physical activity at 

least once a week. 

- 67% of the students reported leisure reading at least once a week, particularly the girls (72%, 

vs. 62% of the boys). 

f. Risk Behaviors and Situations 

Children may become involved in various risk behaviors and situations. We reviewed the following 

types: risk activities on the Internet and in other digital media, interpersonal violence, and patterns of 

smoking and alcohol consumption. 

Dangers of the Internet and other Digital Media 

Among 2nd-, 4th, and 6th-graders, 83% reported that they used a computer at least once a week 

(Children's Worlds Survey, 2013/14). We examined several measures to check the dangers of the 

Internet, including: a) Parental awareness of their children's Internet activities, parental perceptions of 

their children's safety on the Internet, and parental fears about their children's exposure to inappropriate 

content or harassment;  b) Children's most common risk activities on the Internet, their perceived 

danger of various Internet activities, and their encounter with inappropriate content; c) Incidents of 

falling victim to violence while using digital media (Internet and cellular phones). 

 A survey of the safety of Internet surfing conducted in 2011 found that a higher percentage of 

parents of children age 9+ than parents of children age 6-8 feel that they do not really know what 

their children do on the Internet ( -כ 20% vs 7%, respectively). Higher percentages of the former 

reported feeling that their children were only protected to a low-to-medium extent from dangers 

on the Internet (approximately 49% vs. 34%, respectively). The fear of exposure to inappropriate 

content and harassment was shared by most parents of the various age groups (about 84%). 

 The reports of children (aged 6-12) on a 2011 survey of the safety of Internet surfing revealed 

that their most common risk activities were downloading files (21% to 71% of the various age 

groups), uploading personal photographs (22% to 71%), and playing card games (18% to 46%). 

In general, the older the children, the steadier the rise in reported exposure to these activities. 

Furthermore, 37% to 45% of the children in the various age groups reported coming across films 

or sites that frightened them or that were inappropriate for their age. Interestingly, only a few 

children (3% to 6%) reported chatting with strangers. This activity received the highest average 

score for perceived Internet dangers. 

 The incidence of falling victim to violence in the digital media was also reported by 4th- to 6th-

graders. According to the summary measure, constructed for the School Violence Survey in 

2012/13, 8% of the students responded affirmatively to at least one statement. The percentage of 

Arab students reporting that they had been victims of violence in the digital media was somewhat 

higher (10%, vs. 7% of the Jewish students), with no differences between the sexes. Student 

reports of such incidents in 2009, 2011, and 2013 were at a stable level.  
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Interpersonal Violence 

This report reviews interpersonal violence on the school grounds and taking part in physical fights 

(both in and out of school). It was found that: 

 The 2012/13 School Violence Survey conducted among students in grades 4-6 examined different 

types of violence occurring in school in the month preceding the administration of the 

questionnaires:  

- According to the summary measures constructed, 37% of the students reported falling victim 

to verbal violence; 24% – to social violence; and the same percentage (24%) – to physical 

violence; 11% reported falling victim to severe physical violence. The data show that the 

greater the severity of violence, the lower the percentage of respondents reporting it. 

- The incidents examined, excluding victimization to verbal violence, were more common in 

Arabic-speaking schools than Hebrew-speaking schools: among the Arab students, the 

reporting percentages ranged from 20% to 31%; while among the Jewish students, they 

ranged from 7% to 21%. 

- These incidents of violence, with the exception of victimization to social violence, were more 

common among boys than girls. For example, 31% of the boys reported being victims of 

physical violence, vs. 16% of the girls. 

 In the 2011 HBSC Survey, a different measure of violence was examined – participating in a 

physical fight at least once in the previous 12 months. The survey found that 40% of the 6th-

graders reported having participated in a physical fight (46% of the Arab students, vs. 37% of 

the Jewish students). The percentage of boys reporting participation in physical fights was almost 

three times that of the girls. However, the percentage for girls, too, was quite considerable: 20%.  

 A comparison over the years shows that two surveys found a decreasing trend in the various 

forms of violence. 

Patterns of Smoking and Alcohol Consumption 

Involvement in dangerous behaviors was examined among 6th-graders with respect to smoking 

cigarettes or other tobacco products/nargilah, and consuming alcohol. 

 According to the 2011 HSBC Survey, 5% of the students reported smoking cigarettes or other 

tobacco products at least once a week, and 3% reported the same regularity for smoking nargilah. 

Higher rates of Arab than Jewish students reported smoking (cigarettes or tobacco products: 13% 

vs. 1%, respectively; nargilah: 7% vs. 1% respectively). Between 2002 and 2011, a slight trend 

of decrease was observed in the percentage of students smoking a nargilah. International 

comparisons of smoking cigarettes or other tobacco products place Israeli 6th-grade students high, 

at 3rd place among the 36 countries participating in the survey.   

 In the 2012/3 School Violence Survey, a considerable percentage of students reported that they 

had tried drinking beer, Breezer or Smirnoff Ice – 9%; asked if they had ever tried a stronger 

drink, 6% replied affirmatively. Compared with the smoking patterns, the sectors showed a 
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reverse picture for drinking: higher rates of Jewish students than Arab students reported having 

tried alcohol (beer, Breezer or Smirnoff Ice: 11% vs. 5%, respectively; as regards stronger drinks: 

7% vs. 4%, respectively).  

 The patterns of risk behavior were more common among boys than girls. For example, 14% of 

the boys reported that they had tried beer, Breezer or Smirnoff Ice, compared with 3% of the 

girls. 

g. Identification of Children at Risk through 3600 – the National Program for 

Children and Youth at Risk 

As part of the process of detecting and mapping at-risk children of elementary-school age in all 

program localities, the main findings in 2009-14 were as follows: 

 Of the total number of children and youth found to be at risk (N=240,593), 36% were of 

elementary-school age and constitute 18% of all children of this age in the communities localities 

participating in the National Program. . 

 Risk factors were divided into three broad categories: family belonging and childcare, children's 

emotional/social functioning, and children's developmental/learning functioning. A considerable 

percentage of the at-risk children (45%) were identified as having problems in all three broad 

categories (particularly, Arab children); 29% in two broad categories, and 21% in one broad 

category.  
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